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Batavia Covenant Preschool
Join us to learn, grow & play.



welcome!

Welcome to the Batavia Covenant Preschool!  Thank you for taking the time to learn 
about our preschool program and to carefully consider our school for your child’s 
early education experience.  

The preschool years of children’s lives are a time filled with exploration and discovery 
as they begin to make sense of the world around them.  A child’s experiences at 
preschool should be interesting and joyful, while providing numerous opportunities 
for learning.  The setting of an early childhood program should provide a safe, 
caring atmosphere where children learn to feel comfortable spending time with 
others outside of their family circle. Through their play within the preschool setting, 

children are laying the foundations of mathematics, language and literacy, and social interactions. These early 
school experiences help to build on and set the tone for a child’s future school years.  

We believe teachers are what make the preschool experience memorable for children.  Our teachers and staff 
members are well-educated, nurturing and fun, and bring a wealth of early childhood experiences to their 
classroom settings.  Our school is a place where children come together to learn, grow and play in an engaging 
Christian environment carefully prepared by our dedicated teachers.  We welcome visits to our preschool where 
you can observe our teachers and staff interacting with the children entrusted to their care.  Thank you again for 
taking the time to consider us and we look forward to having the opportunity to connect to see how our program 
may fit the needs of your family for your child’s experience in preschool.

Sincerely,      

Leesa Urben
Preschool Director



Who We Are
Batavia Covenant Preschool is a weekday, 

not-for-profit school established by the 
Covenant Church in 1990.  With over 18 years 

of experience, we believe encircling children 
with the love of God, their families, teachers 
and friends creates the best environment for 

children to grow and learn joyfully.



Mission Statement 
We the staff of Batavia Covenant Preschool will strive to provide a nurturing 
Christian environment-

Where children will be encouraged to begin to discover and develop their 
individual gifts and full potential.

Where respect for ourselves and others is fostered.

Where children have the freedom to choose pathways to discover, learn about 
and interact with their world.

Where children are prepared for future school experiences.

Where open communication with families is established for the benefit of the 
children.

Where learning is fun and laughter encouraged.

Where children sense the joy and love of God.



The children at Batavia Covenant Preschool 
are provided with a variety of activities 
which include many areas of curriculum.  We 
believe in the importance of a well-rounded 
preschool experience in which children have 
the opportunity to develop physically, socially, 
emotionally, academically and spiritually. Our 
curriculum is created for children to experience 
the joy of learning through planned, play based 
and free choice activities, as well as to help 
young children become prepared for the next 
step in their schooling experience.

Curriculum Activities



Art 
With young children, art is the process of experiencing the media being used.  We 
emphasize the process of creating art rather than the end product.  Typical art produced 
in the classroom would include easel painting, watercolors, working with clay, finger 
painting, cutting with scissors and gluing.  Through art, children gain self-awareness 
and increase fine motor control.  They also learn about decision-making and use pre-
writing skills.

Cooking 
Through cooking experiences, children learn math skills, cooperation, science and even 
language arts - and it tastes yummy!

Music
Research has shown that listening to music promotes language development.  We 
incorporate both classical music and traditional children’s tunes in the classroom.  
Moving to music increases a child’s sense of self within his environment, strengthening 
coordination and body awareness. Singing, listening, moving to music, and playing 
simple instruments are incorporated into our curriculum. 

Science  
Our science curriculum includes predicting, experimenting, calculating, quantifying 
and classifying.  Typical activities will include magnets, bubbles, freezing/thawing and  
growing seeds.



School Readiness
Our senior classes and PreK work on kindergarten readiness skills.  This includes 
learning the alphabet, sight words, math skills, and following a sequence of direc-
tions.

Language and Literacy
Literacy is promoted by reading picture books, listening to stories (auditory learning), 
flannel boards, and dramatic play.  Language development occurs through reading, 
writing, listening and speaking.  Each classroom is intentionally an environment rich 
in language to accommodate all learning styles: visual, auditory, and kinesthetic (tac-
tile).

Mathematics and pre-math skills 
As children engage in even such simple tasks as sorting or stacking, they are learning 
math concepts.  When they build with blocks, they are learning about geometry. Using 
objects to create patterns is another example of pre-math skills.

Large muscle  (also called gross motor)

Activities outside on the playground, inside the gym or on indoor climbers located in 
each classroom.



Typical Day
All classes follow a weekly, age-appropriate theme with 
activities geared for their current development.

Group/Circle Time (Up to 30 minutes depending on 
age, 2 times a day): During this time, activities such as 
reading stories, finger plays, singing songs and group 
games will be led by the teacher.  This time helps the 
student feel comfortable in a group setting and builds 
cohesiveness within the class.  

Structured Free Play (50 minutes to 1 hour):  Students 
are encouraged to visit several stations set up and led 
by the teacher and assistants.  These may include art 
projects, cooking, science, media sensory table and 
dramatic play.  

Large Muscle Time (30 minutes): Students will play 
structured and unstructured games in the gym and on 
the playground.

Snack Time (15 minutes): After thanking the Lord for 
food, students will eat a nutritious snack with 100% 
juice, milk or water.



Our Teachers
At Batavia Covenant Preschool we highly value the importance of relationships 
and people.  We believe that it is important for parents to know and trust the 
teachers who will be taking care of their children.  With over 60 years of teaching 
experience between our three preschool teachers, 48 of those years at Batavia 
Covenant Preschool, we are proud and very pleased to introduce our caring, 
knowledgeable, and fun teaching staff.

Jennifer Boice
Education: Brigham Young University
Years of Teaching: 15 
Years at Batavia Covenant Preschool: 15 

What makes Batavia Covenant Preschool Special? The dedicated, loyal teaching staff that have 
been at Batavia Covenant Preschool for many years.  The longevity allows the teachers to establish a 
relationship with the children and their families.  The resulting trust is measured by the many families 
who return, knowing that their younger children will be taught by teachers they know and trust.

What inspires you to teach?  I am inspired to teach because I believe every child’s first learning 
experience sets a foundation for many years to come.  At Batavia Covenant Preschool I try to provide a 
foundation that is positive, stimulating, creative, and a fun experience. 



Chris Cramer
Education: Miami University (Ohio)
Years of Teaching: 18 
Years at Batavia Covenant Preschool: 18 

What makes Batavia Covenant Preschool Special? Batavia Covenant Preschool is a long-standing 
program where children, parents, teachers and the director all thrive in an atmosphere of acceptance, 
caring, empathy, kindness and humor along with a joy of learning.  

What inspires you to teach? Many years ago, my child and I were welcomed to Batavia Covenant 
Preschool with unconditional love and empathy.  Rather than viewing my child’s challenging behavior 
with criticism and negativity, we were offered encouragement, understanding, acceptance, support, and 
hope.  That preschool experience is what I sincerely wish for any parent and child and with gratitude, 
that is what I try to offer as a teacher and what inspires me to teach.

Kay Ollett 
Education: University of Nebraska
Years of Teaching: 27 
Years at Batavia Covenant Preschool: 15 

What makes Batavia Covenant Preschool Special? To be able to work with such a great and caring 
staff and our wonderful traditions; Thanksgiving Feast and Christmas Pajamas breakfast is why I 
enjoy working at Batavia Covenant Preschool. 

What inspires you to teach? Seeing a child’s face light up when they learn a new concept, listening to 
their delightful stories, joining with them in the joy of music and dance and hearing their laughter and 
their smiling faces and to learn from them is why I teach.



Special Events
We at Batavia Covenant Preschool believe these special events create a 
loving community and life long memories. 

Coffee Hour: This is our first community-building opportunity occur-
ring soon after the preschool year begins.  This is a great time to social-
ize and get to know other student families. 

Thanksgiving Feast:  Occurring in November, this feast includes a 
potluck lunchtime meal, combining classes together.  

Christmas Breakfast: The staff prepares a lovely breakfast for the 
preschool families.  Everyone (grown-ups included) is encouraged, but 
not required, to wear their PJ’s for this event. This marks the last day 
of school prior to Christmas Break and is the staff’s gift to preschool 
parents and children.

Mother’s Day Tea: A special half hour at the end of class for moms to 
be honored by their child.  Cookies and punch and a few songs are the 
highlight of this time together.

End-of-Year Picnic: A potluck picnic is held on our playground on 
the last day of school.  This is a time to celebrate the successful year of 
learning and fun.

  



Field Trips
Field trips are planned to enhance the curriculum 
and theme.  Each teacher plans her own field trips 
and they may vary from year to year.  Typical field 
trips include visits to Norton’s Farms for pumpkin 
picking, Windy Acres, Batavia Firehouse, Trader 
Joe’s, and Phillips Park Zoo. 



Parent Letters
“I have three sons, each with very different personalities, and all of whom have truly enjoyed their time 
at Batavia Covenant Preschool.   The loving, energetic teachers embrace children as individuals, inspire 
creativity, and instill a love for learning through structured, fun activities and play. My older kids still 
talk about their time at Batavia Covenant. They remember songs, crafts, games, field trips, and sledding 
in the winter.  They remember the Thanksgiving Feasts, Christmas Pajama Breakfasts, Mother’s Day 
Teas, and End-of-the-Year Picnics. Batavia Covenant is a warm, fun, and safe place for kids to learn...a 
place that has created wonderful memories for my children and for me!  Thank you!”

-Michaela Ahrens

“Batavia Covenant Preschool has provided a safe and warm first impression of school for our children.   
They participated in the 2, 3 and 4-year-old programs.  Each class provided age appropriate learning 
experiences while allowing our children to grow socially and emotionally, too.  Our daughter (in the 3’s 
class) loves “going to school” and our son (now in Kindergarten) continues to ask why he can’t go back to 
preschool.  The teachers are all so loving and kind and have made Batavia Covenant Preschool a place 
we highly recommend to other families.  We believe it is a great stepping stone to elementary school.”

-Bruce & Katie Sudler

“I was a preschool parent many years ago and I have to say that this is a great place to be.  My three 
boys all went to Batavia Covenant I have many fond memories of our preschool days.  The field trips, the 
parent connections, THE TEACHERS, and last but not least the Christmas PJ breakfast!  I loved it so 
much here that after my youngest son went on to Kindergarten, I became a teacher assistant and have 
been there for over 10 years.”

-Annette Tortorella



Program Information
Classes

Batavia Covenant Preschool begins classes the first week 
of September and ends the school year the last week of 
May.  

PreK classes are for children who have turned 5 years 
of age by January 1 and are not in kindergarten. This 
class meets Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM 
until 12:00 PM. 

Senior classes are for children who have turned 4 years 
of age by September 1st and are not in kindergarten.  
The classes meet on Monday, Wednesday and Friday or 
on Tuesday and Thursday. The sessions meet from 9:30 
AM until 12:00 PM. 

Junior classes are for children who have turned 3 
years of age by September 1st. The classes meet Monday 
and Wednesday or Tuesday and Thursday. The sessions 
meet from 9:30 AM until 12:00PM. 

Mini classes are for children who have turned two by 
September 1st. They must also be toilet trained. This 
class meets on Fridays from 9:30 AM -11:30 AM. 

Registration and Fees

There is a non-refundable registration fee which is due 
at the time of registration and acceptance into a class.  
Tuition rates are set in December for the following year.  
The first month’s tuition is due by June 1st.  Please 
visit http://www.bataviacovenant.com/ for information 
regarding current year tuition rates.  

Registration will take place during the third and fourth 
weeks in January.  Priority will be given to returning 
students, their siblings, former preschool families 
and church member families.  More details on the  
registration process will be communicated when rates 
are set in December.

Tours

We’d love to meet you and your family.  Please don’t 
hesitate to call 630-879-3795 to schedule a tour with 
us.  We look forward to meeting you!





Department of Children and Family Services License

We believe in creating the safest environment for our students. To achieve this goal, Batavia 
Covenant Preschool is licensed and has been in compliance with the Department of Children and 
Family Services (“DCFS”) standards since 1989. We hope by complying with these standards we 

are demonstrating our dedication in this crucial area.  Please visit http://www.state.il.us/dcfs/
policy/pr_policy_rules.shtml for more information regarding these licensing standards. 

Partnering with families for the 
enrichment of children’s lives.


